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of the hamelidari contingent from Bagdad, I could never quite make out what the trouble was about, but it was something to do with their having infringed the Government regulations with regard to the hire of camels from the Bedou. They were all released before we left. A considerable number of pilgrims were bound for Medina, including most of the Persians, who had wisely deferred their visit to that place till after the Hag. I have no doubt our friend Hamza made a good thing out of them when they got there. We, having already "done" Medina, were frequently asked for advice about lodgings, etc., and had much pleasure in recommending Iman's establishment.
At last, on the Friday evening, the crier announced that travellers to Jiddah might leave when they pleased. We had made all our arrangements beforehand, so were able to get away at daybreak the following morning. IFor a variety of reasons, I had determined to ride through with Abdul Wahid on donkeys, leaving Masaudi to follow with Kepi and our luggage on three camels. I knew that every day would make a difference as regards certain arrangements I had made to meet my brother in Egypt, and hoped by arriving at Jiddah among the first that I should be able to have all in readiness to embark directly Masaudi arrived.
Kepi had been warned to be ready for some days past, and Masaudi brought him to the house that night. It took him some little time to recognize me, but he did eventually, when we were together in Jiddah. We engaged an Arab friend of Jaffa's who was in poor circumstances to accompany Masaudi, for which we agreed to pay him one dollar, and give him a camel to ride. This I thought advisable because he knew the ropes, which Masaudi did not, and indeed it was fortunate that I took this precaution, as otherwise they might have been delayed for days. The camel-men, as we knew by experience, are a set of thieves of the worst description, and will raise all sorts of difficulties if they think there is the smallest profit to be derived from so doing.
We paid our farewell visits to the Haram at different times that night, for we were busy packing and making our final arrangements for leaving. We paid off Jaffa